
 

Ein Cyf / Our Ref: Sep112023           

Dyddiad / Date: 13 October 2023             

Gofynnwch am / Please ask for:  Sharon Davies   

Llinell uniongyrchol / Direct line:  07917275203 

Ebost / Email: sharon.davies@wlga.gov.uk 

Dear Ms Bryant, 

Children and young people vaping in schools. 

Thank you for your letter of the 11th of September regarding children and young 
people vaping in school and offer the following information as our response. 

Schools, of course play their part and have a zero-tolerance policy to any learner 
vaping in school settings. Schools communicate to their learners, parents, and 
carers to make sure young people and their families understand the health facts 
about vaping and know about vaping and the law. This is a growing issue for 
schools, and they are continuously working closely with their councils on how best to 
tackle this issue in providing the appropriate support and advice to the young people 
in their schools. 

Trading Standards departments cover a wider range of diverse statutes and 
regulations, which include amongst other things, food standards, weights and 
measures controls, product safety, consumer credit, animal health and welfare, 
underage sales etc. For context, many departments are now reactive to complaints 
and act on intelligence received and are limited in what they can achieve proactively. 

Underage sales of a wide range of products remain a concern for trading standards, 
and they aim to direct resources to highlight problem products and business activity 
where the sales of underage and restricted products are an issue. 

The most recent information for 22/23 from Trading Standards shows that for 
nicotine containing vapes, that across Wales (not every LA provided data) 196 test 
purchase attempts were made by supervised children under the age of 18. Of the 
196 attempts, a sale was made 49 times. Follow up enforcement action, in line with 
the local authority enforcement policy was carried out.  
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Trading Standards officers are also working with schools in Wales to help to provide 
advice and education to pupils. For example, in Anglesey, officers have visited at 
least three high schools in the last period for this purpose. 
 
In England, the central government has announced £3m of funding to tackle the 
illegal sale of vapes. Trading Standards in Wales are discussing a business case 
with Welsh Government officials in order to provide a similar Wales plan. 
 
In relation to the child appealing nature of vapes (containing nicotine or otherwise), 
Trading Standards would support the case for standardised, non-appealing 
packaging. 
 
Please also find attached an information PowerPoint presentation, presented by 
Trading Standards Wales, to the Directors of Public Protection Wales, which 
provides further information in relation to dealing with this problem – including the 
need to pay for expensive sampling and analysis costs, and the storage of illegal 
products which have been seized by officers. 
 
I hope this is helpful to the Committee’s deliberations. 
 
Your sincerely, 
 

 
 
Y Cyng /Cllr Ian Roberts  
Llefarydd Addysg CLlLC  
WLGA Education Spokesperson 
 
 
 
 
 



The vapes market
and the challenge for local authorities in Wales



In the headlines
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Size of the market

• 4.3 million people vape regularly (GB)
• Half a billion vapes bought each year in the UK
• 168 million of these are single use 



Size of the market



Packaging and marketing



Packaging and marketing



Underage Sales

• Across Wales, 15% of young volunteer 
attempts to purchase nicotine containing vapes 
have resulted in a sale

• Test purchase failure rate is as high as 24% in 
some areas

• Anecdotal evidence that retailers are not taking 
underage sales of nicotine containing vapes as 
‘seriously’ as underage sales of alcohol or 
tobacco



Illegal vapes and product safety

• Non-compliant with regulations
• Liquid strength greater than 20mg /ml 
• Liquid volume greater than 2ml / approx. 600 puffs
• Vapes and liquids not registered with the MHRA
• Presence of heavy metals (e.g. lead, nickel and 

chromium)
• In one area of Wales in 22-23, 14/37 test purchases 

(38%) resulted in the sale of illegal vapes
• In the same area there were 37 seizures of      

illegal vapes (retail value £51k)



Links to serious crime 

• Concerns that illegal vapes are becoming the 
new illegal tobacco, but with a wider audience

• Evidence that illegal vapes are being 
concealed on premises in the same way as 
illegal tobacco

• Intelligence suggests vapes are being used to  
groom children and there are CSE concerns at 
specific premises



Environmental concerns 

Material Focus research in 2022 reported

• 1.3 million single use vapes are thrown away 
each week in the UK 

• Across all vapes, the equivalent of 23 tonnes of 
lithium is thrown away per year – equivalent to 
3000 batteries for electric vehicles

Disposal of seized vapes is not straightforward 
and is proving costly for authorities



Tackling the problem

Announcing the new crackdown on 
Tuesday, Prime Minister Rishi Sunak 
said 

‘I’m deeply concerned about the 
sharp rise in kids vaping and shocked 
by reports of illicit vapes containing 
lead getting into the hands of school 
children’

‘Our new illicit vape enforcement 
squad – backed by £3million – is on 
the case, but clearly there is more to 
do. That is why I am taking further 
action today to clamp down on rogue 
firms who unlawfully target our 
children with these products’ 

The UK Government’s call for evidence on youth vaping closed in June:
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/youth-vaping-call-for-evidence/youth-vaping-call-for-evidence

https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.uk%2Fgovernment%2Fconsultations%2Fyouth-vaping-call-for-evidence%2Fyouth-vaping-call-for-evidence&data=05%7C01%7Chpicton%40valeofglamorgan.gov.uk%7Cf700e5622d4a495fc55a08db7bb807b2%7Ce399d3bb38ed469691cf79851dbf55ec%7C0%7C0%7C638239802594410094%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=kILH6tIh%2FfSxOILlyErSfpTsADyPMLrSkx%2FtpEQtHpA%3D&reserved=0


What support is needed in Wales ?

• Sampling and analysis of products (reference 
to a central database to avoid duplication)

• OPSS proposal for disposal of seized vapes 
through approved WEEE recycling schemes – 
still the cost of transport to be addressed

• Operational support / detection dogs
• Storage of seized products…



Next steps…

• TSW in discussion with Welsh Government
• Business case is being prepared
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